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Sultana Disaster Museum
Economic Consequences to the Economy of Arkansas 

The contribution analysis of 50,000 hypothetical visitors found that their spending in Crittenden County would approach $3.39 million.  This would create $6.9 million in economic activity in Arkansas, adding $3.5 million to the state’s gross domestic product, generate $2.3 million of wage and salary incomes, and support 88.5 full time jobs.

I.	Visitor Count by Classification
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II.	Anticipated Expenditures by 50,000 Visitors
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III.	Economic Contribution to the Arkansas Economy of 50,000
 	 Visitors to Sultana Disaster Museum (Hypothetical)
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The contribution analysis of 50,000 hypothetical visitors found that their spending in Crittenden County would approach $3.39 million. This would create $6.9 million in economic activity in Arkansas, adding $3.5 million to the state’s gross domestic product, generate $2.3 million of wage and salary incomes, and support 88.5 full time jobs.


IV.	Classification of Visitors by Type: Summary
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The existing Sultana Disaster Museum opened in April 2015. The 1,200 square foot museum is located adjacent to the Crittenden County Courthouse. The museum is open to visitors approximately 14 hours per week.   
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Sultana Disaster Museum’s
Economic Contributions to the Arkansas Economy  

Executive Summary

The first section of this report summarizes findings from an economic contribution study of the visitor’s spending associated with their visit to the Sultana Disaster Museum (SDM) during 2018-2019 periods.  Activities include visitor’s expenditures for overnight stays, food, and shopping associated with a single day trip by local, non-local visitors, and overnight visits by domestic and international visitors.  This study did not take into account the distributional effects of the activities within the study area.[footnoteRef:1]    The second section of the report analyzes the economic contributions and economic impacts associated with 50,000 hypothetical visitors to the museum.   [1:  Distribution effects occur when activities associated with visits to the museum displace preexisting activities in the community. That is, there is a redistribution of economic activity from groups of activities not associated with the museum to activities associated with visiting the museum.  ] 


The study utilized a multi-regional approach to gage the consequences of visitors’ expenditures.  Crittenden County is the primary region where museum visitors’ expenditures are assumed to occur.  The study estimates expenditures in Crittenden County by museum visitors, and then the spillover of economic activity into the rest of Arkansas. [footnoteRef:2]   [2:  Museum visitors living less than 60 minutes from the museum are considered local visitors.  However, their activities at the museum are included in the analysis.  This inclusion of local visitors’ activities to those of other types of visitors to the museum means this is an economic contribution study instead of an economic impact study. ] 


In 2019 there were 929 visitors to the Sultana Disaster Museum.  Their total annual spending in Crittenden County was estimated at $59,264.  A multi-region economic model was constructed to evaluate the economic contribution of this spending in the economy of Crittenden County and the rest of Arkansas’ economy.[footnoteRef:3]  This contribution analysis found that the visitors spending of $59,264 supported $182,687 of economic activity in Arkansas, added $88,655 to the state’s gross domestic product, generated $59,502 of wage and salary income, and supported 2.6 full time jobs. [3: Implan Modeling Software and Arkansas Implan data for 2015 was used in this analysis.  For further information about this software and data refer to: www.Implan.com. 
] 


In the second part of this report, the study is extended to analyze economic impacts the 50,000 hypothetical visitors to the museum.  A contribution study and an economic impact study of the 50,000 hypothetical museum visitors were undertaken for comparative purposes.  The chief difference between a contribution study and an impact study is that the latter excluded local spending while the former includes all visitors’ expenditures. 

The contribution analysis of 50,000 hypothetical visitors found that their spending in Crittenden County would approach $3.39 million.  This would create $6.9 million in economic activity in Arkansas, adding $3.5 million to the state’s gross domestic product, generate $2.3 million of wage and salary incomes, and support 88.5 full time jobs.
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Activities Supported by 

Visitor's Spending

Local Expenditures 

By Visitors to the 

Museum  

Additional Expenditures in 

Crittenden Co Supported by 

Visitor's Spending  

Additional Expenditures 

in the Rest of Arkansas 

Supported by Visitor's 

Spending 

Total Spending  in 

Arkansas Supported 

by Visitor's 

Expenditures 

Economic Activity 

Supported

$3,237,753 $1,656,074 $2,031,481 $6,925,309

Gross Domestic Product 

Supported 

$1,576,465 $851,518 $1,074,637 $3,502,620

Labor Income Supported $1,184,107 $459,594 $608,998 $2,252,698

# Full Time Jobs 

Supported 

63.1 12.3 13.1 88.5

 Sultana Disaster Museum                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

Economic Contributions to the Arkansas Economy                                                                                                                                                                                

50,000 Hypothetical Visitors

*Contribution analysis utilized the Implan Model and 2015 Arkansas Implan data. 
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Type of Visitor 2018 Percent 2019 Percent Definitions

Local  164 20% 183 20% 0-60 Minutes Distance from SDM

Non Local  268 32% 291 31% AR & TN  Non Local Visitors 

Domestic  397 48% 425 46% Visitors from Rest of US

International  --- --- 30 3% International Visitors

Grand Total 829 100% 929 100% Total Visitors to SDM

Visitor Count to the Sultana Disaster Museum  2018 & 2019
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Type of Visitor Count Definitions Percent

Local Total 9,849                    0-60 Minutes Distance from SDM 20%

Non-Local Total 15,662                  AR & TN  Non Local Visitors  31%

Domestic Total 22,874                  Visitors from Rest of US 46%

International Total 1,615                    International Visitors 3%

Grand Total 50,000                  Per Cent Visitors to SDM 100%

Visitor Classification
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Item Spending Number In Party # of Parties

Expenditures 

Per Party

Meals & Incidentals 41.25 1 9,849            $406,284

Hotel Motel 75 0 ---- $0

Retail Mechandise 5 1 1,615            $8,073

Spending Number In Party # of Parties

Expenditures 

Per Party

Meals & Incidentals 46.25 1 15,662          $724,368

Hotel Motel 75 0 ---- $0

Retail Mechandise 5 1 15,662          $78,310

Daily Spending Number In Party # of Parties

Expenditures 

Per Party

Meals & Incidentals 46.25 1 22,874          $1,057,925

Hotel Motel 75 2 11,437          $857,777

Retail Mechandise 5 1 22,874          $114,370

Daily Spending Number In Party # of Parties

Expenditures 

Per Party

Meals & Incidentals 46.25 1 1,615            $74,677

Hotel Motel 75 2 807                $60,549

Retail Mechandise 5 1 1,615            $8,073

Meals & Incidentals 50,000          $2,263,253

Hotel Motel 12,244          $918,326

Retail Mechandise 24,489          $208,827

Grand Total $3,390,406

Subtotal

International Total

Visitors Expenditures By Classification

Local Total

Non-Local Total

Domestic Total


